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‘ ‘ The extremists offer a simple, empow-
ering narrative that helps youth explain

their situation and the world around them:

“The West is at war with Islam, and it is the

obligation of all not only to defend Islam

but to fight all elements of that assault.”

‘ ‘ There is no conflict with being

modern and Muslim. Nor is there

a problem with being Muslim and being

part of a democracy. There are millions

of Muslims living in and part of democra-

cies. Our country has millions of Muslims

who are part of the fabric of our country.

The balance of respecting your cultural heri-
tage and your nationality is a personal choice
that every American family has experienced at
some point in the history of America—wheth-
er being an Irish Catholic in Boston or an
Egyptian Muslim in Los Angeles. We know as
a country of immigrants that all our forefathers
made choices on how to strike this balance.

We are a nation that is grounded on the
principle of freedom of faith. While we are
not perfect, this fact is essential to our na-
tion. There is no other nation on earth where
Muslims of all kinds can practice their religion
freely. None. As I think about the issues
confronting Muslim communities around the
world, this extraordinary thing that we take so
casily—so fundamentally American—is a fact
that had not been so present to me. It is now.
‘ ‘ It’s fair to say that this poisonous

ideology exists in every crevice in the
world. America isn’t immune but certainly
doesn’t have the radicalization problem that
Europe has, but it would be false to say that
we should not be looking at this issue here.

You are seeing many imams speak clearly
about the fact that there is no justification
for violence. The victory point is the ampli-
fication, the understanding that there is no
justification in Islam for violence. You may not
like me, my ideas, or a particular country, but
there is no justification for violence. When the
global environment is inhospitable to violent
extremism and those who
support it, that is victory. , ,

Not Your Usual

THE most illustrious house in

Washington after the White House

and the Vice President’s home at

Naval Observatory? Al Kilborne,

a history teacher at DC’s Maret

School, argues in a new book that

it’s Woodley, the 1801 mansion that

serves as the school’s headquarters.
Woodley was built by Philip

Barton Key, a Tory loyalist who

fought against colonists during

the Revolution and then became

one of the first land speculators

in the new federal city—and

was the uncle of Francis Scott

Key. Woodley housed Martin
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Welcome to the Guest List, a monthly roundup of the eight people we'd
most like to have over for drinks, good food, and conversation.

VIVEK KUNDRA—The chief technol-
ogy officer for the District, Kundra is
taking on lots of interesting projects.

DESIREE ROGERS—Want an invite
to the Obama White House? Best
to make friends with the new

White House social secretary, a
business executive from Chicago
who's close to the First Family.

BRUCE STEWART—The outgoing
head of Sidwell Friends suddenly
finds himself with the nation’s two
most famous young pupils.

WHITNEY MATHESON—The
writer of USA Today'’s popu-
lar Pop Candy blog is leaving
Washington for New York City.

ART SMITH—Oprah Winfrey's for-
mer chef and the “Art” at Capitol Hill's
new Art and Soul eatery, he might find
himself with a big promotion to the
kitchen at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

MARIAN ROBINSON—The “First
Granny” is moving to Washington and
has loads of great stories about her
daughter, son-in-law, and grandkids.

SAID JAWAD—Many of the top
foreign-policy issues relate to the
mountainous regions of Afghani-
stan, which Jawad represents as
ambassador to the United States.

LYNN SWEET—The Chicago Sun-
Times Washington correspondent
finds herself the new first among
equals as a longtime Obama watcher.

Schoolhouse

DC’s most famous residence?

Van Buren in the 1830s as the
President considered it cooler than
the White House in the hot DC
summers. It later housed James
Buchanan after his presidency

and then Grover Cleveland.

Up until its purchase by Maret
in 1950, the estate had been home
at various times to senators and
government officials such as Sec-
retary of State Henry Stimson and
General George Patton and played
host to dinners that included Al-
bert Einstein and FDR—as well as
having, as one observer described
it, the city’s best croquet lawn.
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