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GEARING UP TO FIGHT TERRORISM: Ms Susan Sim (left) and Dr Rohan
Gunaratna (right) with President Hamid Karzai in Afghanistan.
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SINGAPORE is sharing its
counter-terrorism expertise
with an increasing number of
countries in Asia and the Mid-
dle East, especially those facing
threats from the rise of ex-
tremism and terrorism.

Dr Rohan Gunaratna, head
of the International Centre for
Political Violence and Terror-
ism Research (ICPVTR), said
the focus is on Asia and the
Middle East because 90 per
cent of terrorism activities
occur in these regions.

“These attacks include sui-
cide and non-suicide attacks,
bombings, assassinations, sab-
otages, kidnappings and hi-
jackings by terrorists,” he said
in an interview with TODAY.

The ICPVTR, which is part
of the S Rajaratnam School of In-
ternational Studies at Nanyang
Technological University, had
helped set up the Philippine
Institute for Political Violence
and Terrorism Research, the
Bangladesh Centre for Terrorism
Research and the Centre for Con-
flict and Peace Studies (Caps) in
Afghanistan.

“One of the ICPVTR’s
guiding principles is to share
our specialist capabilities in
counter-terrorism with other
countries,” said Dr Gunaratna.

Bangladesh has an over-
whelming Muslim majority
with a traditionally moderate

mindset, but experts has suf-
fered a lot in the last few years
due to the rise of violent radi-
calisation and terrorism, ex-
perts say.

Dr Gunaratna said the
ICPVTR’s objective is to equip
nations — such as by training their
analysts, law enforcement per-
sonnel and politicians — to ulti-
mately be able to fight terrorism
and extremism on their own.

Countries receiving the
knowledge and resources from
Singapore in combating terror-
ism have been appreciative of the
republic’s contributions, he said.

“When a Singapore delega-
tion met Afghan President
Hamid Karzai last month, he
thanked Singapore for training
his cousin Hekmat Karzai as a
terrorism specialist. The Presi-
dent also described Caps as a
remarkable institution in helping
Afghanistan,” said Dr Rohan.

Mr Hekmat Karzai is in
charge of Caps, which was set up
in March 2006 and was initially
funded by the ICPVTR. The cen-
tre produces threat assessment
reports for the Afghan govern-
ment and international bodies,
including the International Se-
curity Assistance Force —a Nato-
led mission in Afghanistan — and
the United Nations.

Ms Susan Sim, a senior fel-
low at the ICPVTR and former
deputy chief of mission with the
Singapore Embassy in Wash-
ington, said terrorism is a glob-
al scourge, so Singapore should
help other countries develop the
capacity to counter it.

“Terrorism is an international
phenomenon. We help them build
their capacity. They must then
take ownership of it,” she said.
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China urged not to run torch relay through Tibet

BEIJING — An envoy of the Dalai
Lama on Friday urged Beijing to
cancel “provocative” plans to run
the Olympic torch relay through
Tibet, but China promptly dismissed
his call as a bid to sabotage the
Games.

Mr Lodi Gyari, an envoy of the
exiled Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai
Lama, told a United States Con-
gressional hearing Thursday that
Beijing’s communist leaders should
abandon plans to bring the Olympic
flame through Tibet.

“This idea of taking the torch
through Tibet should be cancelled
precisely because that would be de-
liberately provocative and very in-
sulting after what has happened,”
he said.

The torch will pass through
Tibet in May and be taken up Mount
Everest, and then again when it
goes through the Tibetan capital
Lhasa in June.

“The fact that the ‘Dalai clique’
calls for a cancellation of the torch
relay has exposed the reality of its

attempt to sabotage the Beijing
Olympic Games,” Ms Zhu Jing, a
spokeswoman for the Beijing
Olympic organising committee,
said on Friday, in response to
Mr Gyari.

Meanwhile, the Tibet Commerce
newspaper said more than 1,000
people involved in the Tibetan un-
rest had either been caught by po-
lice or had turned themselves in.

Trials of at least some would
begin this month, the paper re-
ported. — AFP
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