
 

 
 
 
 
 

Some academics can see clearly what military generals and Pentagon civilian planners 
apparently cannot-that the nature of warfare has changed drastically in the past few decades. 
Shultz and Dew, of the Tufts University International Security Studies Program, grasp that 
combat involving non-government forces calls for innovative tactics by the U.S. military. 
Failing to understand the changed nature of warfare can lead to deadly consequences, the 
authors write, as the Iraq insurgency shows. This scholarly book is grounded in warfare 
theory, but is easily accessible for generalist readers. Looking at post-1990 conflicts in 
Somalia, Chechnya, Afghanistan and Iraq, "in which the armies of modern nation-states fought 
armed groups, often with great difficulty, in traditional societal settings," Shultz and Dew 
propose new taxonomies, describe the reasons non-government combatants wage war, and the 
nontraditional approaches those combatants use. Government strategists hoping to defeat these 
non-state warriors must learn about the cultures and traditions of those groups rather than 
relying solely on how much firepower they possess, the authors argue. Helpfully moving 
beyond theory, they suggest ways that Pentagon policy makers and field commanders can 
mine historical, anthropological and cultural studies to understand shadowy enemies. (Aug.) 
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